
MINUTES 
TOWN OF QUARTZSITE 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL 
TUESDAY, JUNE 23, 2020, 7:00 PM 

CALL TO ORDER: 7:04 p.m. 

Mayor Simpson called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m. through technological means 
(Zoom meeting). 

INVOCATION: Council Member Schue gave the invocation. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Council Member Amon led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

ROLL CALL: 

Present: Mayor Simpson, Council Member Amon 

Virtually Present: Vice Mayor Warner, Council Member BearCat, Council Member 
Schue, Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Cunningham 

Guests: Justin Hembree of WACOG and Mike Krebs of PACE Engineering 

Staff Present: Cliff O'Neill, Assistant Town Manager; Janet Collier, Transit Manager; 
Tina Abriani, Town Clerk 

Virtually Present: Jim Ferguson, Town Manager; Susan Goodwin, Town Attorney; Kiki 
Tunnell, Finance Manager; Emmett Brinkerhoff, Public Works Director 

1. CALL TO THE PUBLIC, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMUNICATIONS FROM
CITIZENS:

None. 

PRESENTATIONS; PROCLAMATIONS; REPORTS: 

2. WESTERN ARIZONA COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS (WACOG) EXPANSION
PROJECT - Presented by Justin Hembree of WACOG.

Justin Hembree reviewed the summary of the Transit Implementation Plan; highlights 
follow. 

• It is hoped to have a consultant by the end of August.
• It will be a 12 to 18-month study.
• Funding may come from federal, state or alternative funding.
• This is expanding the local community transit systems out into the unincorporated

county areas.
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• Once the study begins, Quartzsite will be a stakeholder with which reports, white
papers and financial analyses will be shared

• Jan Collier, Transit Manager, will be part of the review panel

BUSINESS: 

3. MINUTES- Consider approval of the minutes of the Town Council Special Meeting
of June 4, 2020.

Council Member Goldberg moved to approve the minutes of the Special Council 
Meeting held on June 4, 2020. 

Council Member Cunningham seconded the motion. 

Vote: MOTION CARRIED unanimously (summary: Yes = 7). 
Yes: Council Member Amon, Council Member BearCat, Council Member Cunningham, 
Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Schue, Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner. 

4. LEDGER OF ACCOUNTS AND PAYROLL PAID - Consider for approval the
following series:

• Accounts Payable Operating Account -Check Series #4 7114-4 7138, #4 7153-
47169 totaling $88,637.85

• Payroll Check Series -#47139-47152 - totaling $79,979.60

GRAND TOTAL $168,617.45

Vice Mayor Warner moved to accept the Ledger of Accounts and Payroll Paid with a 
Grand Total of $168,617.45. 

Council Member Schue seconded the motion. 

Vote: MOTION CARRIED unanimously (summary: Yes = 7). 
Yes: Council Member Amon, Council Member BearCat, Council Member Cunningham, 
Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Schue, Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner. 

5. FOR FEDERAL FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE - Consideration of approval to file
an application with the U.S. Department of Agriculture.

Town Manager Ferguson explained this is a $40,000 grant of which we have to match 
25%, so therefore, the grant itself is $30,000 and the match is $10,000; the grant is so 
we can get started with the preliminary engineering for the Northwest Quadrant 
wastewater collection project that we have been talking about for quite some time. He 
said this will help get us started. 
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Mike Krebs of PACE Engineering explained that the USDA provides this grant for those 
communities that are able to get it to help them get that first part of the project 
completed, and in this case it would be to put together the preliminary engineering report 
that would lead to the USDA funding for Phase II of the wastewater work. He said this 
includes basically collection lines mostly in the NW Quadrant and they have identified a 
couple of other spots. He said the idea is that these lines are put in and that the septic 
tanks, the onsite systems, are taken out of service. 

Mr. Krebs indicated that the USDA has been able to provide grant dollars through the 
Goiania Grant Program to actually make that connection from the property line to the 
house and take the onsite systems out of service at no cost to the residential property 
owners. 

Public Works Director Emmett Brinkerhoff explained that if we do ever look at any capital 
loans, whether it be USDA or WIFA, you have to do a preliminary engineering report 
before they will approve funding. 

Council Member BearCat asked if the Council would see the application. 

Mr. Krebs indicated the application checklist is in the Council Agenda Packet. He said 
this has to be approved by the Municipal Property Corporation (MPC) because that is 
who the grant and everything goes through and not directly to the Town. 

Town Manager Ferguson said it did get passed by the MPC. He noted that the Public 
Notice / Notice of Intent in the Council Agenda Packet is an inaccurate one; it was 
actually published in the newspaper and we have the Affidavit of Proof of Publication. 
He said that in the Council packet, it says the water distribution system (in error); the 
one that went into the newspaper clarifies it, so that the public was properly notified as 
to what was going to be considered tonight for the wastewater collection system. 

Vice Mayor Warner asked if churches in the NW Quadrant would be considered 
residential or commercial. 

Mike Krebs replied that it is something that we can ask the USDA and let the Council 
know. 

Assistant Town Manager O'Neill said we have all of the USDA forms that have been 
sent to us and they are pretty much already filled out; Mike has already filled them out, 
and they are USDA forms. He said they will be made available to anyone who wants to 
see them. 

Council Member BearCat asked why the Council did not get to see the application, only 
the checklist with which to make a decision. 

Mike Krebs said he knew that Cliff had a lot of the information; this is pretty much their 
application; he knows they call it the checklist, but this is pretty much it; most of it is the 
certifications; he reviewed the documents. 
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Council Member BearCat expressed her concern with not having adequate 
documentation. 

Mike Krebs said there are not any environmental documents on this first part of the 
application; what these are from 3-14 and on, where it has the environmental, is really 
part of the work that we will be doing with this grant to get the preliminary engineering 
report and the environmental together, and get them to the USDA in order to get to the 
funding, for them to put together their funding package, specifically their Letter of 
Conditions as they call it. 

Council Member BearCat commented that they are still not presented to us to look at, 
and it is a little annoying being not given adequate documentation, that we are having 
to even discuss this. 

Assistant Town Manager O'Neill responded that they are blank forms; the forms are 
pretty much blank, so there is really nothing to look at. 

Council Member BearCat said that if they are blank, you cannot submit them to the 
USDA. 

Assistant Town Manager O'Neill said sure we can. 

Council Member BearCat said that in the Scope of Work, it does not tell her what this 
money is going to be spent on. 

Assistant Town Manager O'Neill said it does. 

Mr. Krebs noted that in the packet, there is also a copy of our proposed contract and in 
there is our Scope of Work; it is actually, if he remembers correctly, about $33,000 -
$34,000 as opposed to the grant. He said the grant is $30,000 as Jim had said earlier; 
there is a matching of 25%, which gets you to the $40,000. 

Council Member BearCat asked where it says, in this checklist, that this grant will be 
used to pay for the engineering report. 

Mike Krebs responded that if she went to the definition of this PPG Grant, it is a Project 
Planning Grant and you cannot use it for anything else. 

Council Member Goldberg noted that there is some kind of a narrative with Item 3-1 on 
the application checklist, Initial Application with Narrative. She said she is assuming that 
that was presented to the MPC; if the MPC had this explanation and approved it to come 
to us, she asked if that would not be sufficient. 

Council Member BearCat said she did not see the narrative in this portion of our packet, 
and there is no reference to it being there to pay for the engineering study; there is no 
cross-referencing. 
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Council Member Goldberg said that the summary on the first page says that we are 
seeking grants for the preliminary engineering report. She said she is assuming that the 
MPG discussed this or they would have never passed it on to us to approve. She asked 
the Town Manager if she was not correct on that. 

Town Manager Ferguson replied well, yes; he thinks the problem that we have here is 
that the typical application that you often see is several pages and has a lot of narrative 
in it, etcetera. He said that on this particular grant with the USDA, basically you have 
submittals; that is what the application checklist is all about. He said the narrative was 
as much verbal as anything in the extent of what the project is about. He indicated the 
USDA is already aware of what this is about; he said there were many discussions with 
them. He pointed out that Agenda Item Number 6 has more description of the work to 
be done; the application itself is just a list of submittals. He said that Item Number 6 is 
connected to this document, but the application itself is just a list of submittals. 

Council Member Amon said she sees this as seeking the approval of the Town Council 
to ask for the grant funding; we are just being asked to approve to place an application 
for the grant funding; everything else follows after that. She said this is step one; we 
need to do step one. 

Town Manager Ferguson said that is a good summary. 

Council Member BearCat said we need to know why we are applying for the grant. 

Council Member Amon said we are applying for the grant because we have some septic 
work to do. 

Town Attorney Goodwin commented that this is just an application for a grant, but we 
are approving the contract already with PACE. She asked if it was correct that we do 
not have the grant yet. 

Mr. Krebs replied no, we do not. He said he does not think that the contract needs to be 
done immediately; he thought that the purpose of that was to try to help the Council 
understand just exactly what Starr is asking; this is where the money is going to be 
spent. He shared his screen showing the narrative that was put together for the project; 
he showed USDA's example, and he spoke of more details of what the PPG will entail. 

Council Member BearCat said she thinks it is important to have the narrative with the 
application because those are things the Council needs to look at. 

Council Member Goldberg moved to submit the USDA Grant / Match Application. 

Council Member Cunningham seconded the motion. 

Vote: MOTION CARRIED unanimously (summary: Yes = 7). 

Page 5 of12 
062320 Quartzsite Town Council Regular Meeting Minutes 



Yes: Council Member Amon, Council Member BearCat, Council Member Cunningham, 
Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Schue, Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner. 

6. PRE-DEVELOPMENT PLANNING GRANT (PPG) - Consider approval of an
agreement with Pace Engineering to conduct a Pre-Development Planning Grant
in an amount not to exceed $34,000.

Town Manager Ferguson explained that as he understands, out of that up to $40,000 
grant, we will pay up to $10,000 in match to up to $30,000; that is the framework. He 
explained that what we are dealing with at this point in time, is the actual contract with the 
engineering firm, and the bid on that is at $34,000; so, that is what we have been offered, 
a contract for $34,000, not to exceed. He said that if he understands correctly as he has 
beentold, we would not have received the full $40,000 because we only need $34,000, 
and so we would have a 10% match of that. He asked Mike Krebs if that was correct. 

Vice Mayor Warner said no it is 25%. 

Mike Krebs said the USDA would pay 75% of it and the Town would pay the rest of it. 

Assistant Town Manager O'Neill said the only wrinkle in that is that they bill the Town first, 
but the dollar amounts end up being the same; we pay our portion first. 

Town Manager Ferguson said they are not going to give us more money than what it 
costs us to do it. 

Vice Mayor Warner said so that everybody knows, 25% would be $8,500. 

Town Attorney Goodwin said that if the Council is going to approve this contract tonight, 
she just has two questions. She said the recommendation is that it be approved 
contingent upon approval of the grant, and she asked Mr. Krebs if there are any changes 
to that project narrative, and if there are any changes to that project narrative that need 
to be made to this contract before it is approved. 

Mike Krebs replied no; the contract is fine, and he has the correct narrative; he said he 
will find it and submit that to USDA as part of the package that Cliff will be sending to 
USDA or sending to him to send to the USDA. 

Town Manager Ferguson said he concurs with Town Attorney Goodwin, clearly it should 
be contingent upon or subject to the awarding of the grant. 

Council Members Goldberg and BearCat agreed. 

Mike Krebs indicated that if you want to wait to approve it until we get the grant, that would 
be fine. 

Vice Mayor Warner suggested that this be tabled, the approval of this agreement until we 
get the grant. 
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Vice Mayor Warmer moved to table Item 6, the Pre-Development Planning Grant until 
the approval by the USDA is granted. 

Council Member BearCat seconded the motion. 

Vote: MOTION CARRIED unanimously (summary: Yes = 7). 
Yes: Council Member Amon, Council Member BearCat, Council Member Cunningham, 
Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Schue, Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner. 

7. PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION APPOINTMENT - Consider the
appointment of Flora Romero as a Commissioner of the Planning and Zoning
Commission filling the remaining term of Dennis Dole; the seat will expire March
1, 2023.

Town Manager Ferguson said he is a little concerned with Item Numbers 7 and 8; we 
tried when we were putting this agenda together; our Committee had met and we were 
proposing names, we tried to follow closely the guidelines that you had given us the last 
time. He said there have been some concerns; Council Member BearCat and a few others 
had indicated they would like to know who the other candidates were that were considered 
and so, we made sure all those applications were in there. He said that the one thing we 
did not really think about when got it on this agenda is the fact that it being a Zoom 
meeting, it is pretty darn difficult for you to talk, to interview or chat with the people that 
have been recommended and or any of the others. He said he does remember that was 
one of the thoughts that was expressed as well, so he does not know if the Council wants 
to hold off on these two until we have got a good face-to-face, a meeting where the 
Council can chat with them easier. 

Town Manager Ferguson said it is up to you, as a Council, but he apologized; he really 
did not think about that part of it when we put it on the agenda; these two appointments 
will not cause us any problems with the quorum at this point. He said the only one we 
have·a problem with a quorum is the Parks Board, and we are trying to get that corrected; 
we thought we had it corrected, but with these two, if we were to wait another meeting or 
so, it will not hurt anything if the Council needs to do any interviewing. 

Council Member Amon said she was distressed that the Town Council would not be given 
the opportunity to talk to all the applicants and then make a decision. She said she is in 
favor of pulling this from our Agenda until we can make those changes. 

Council Member Goldberg said she concurs. 

Council Member BearCat said that she thinks that we may need to pull this this time 
because she does not think anyone was notified that they need to be interviewed, but 
they should be able to be interviewed on Zoom as in person. She said that if they cannot 
get on Zoom, they may not be able to get into a meeting because we are going more 
Zoom and inaudible meetings. She said if they cannot do that, then that kind of is like they 
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did not show up. She said maybe we can table it, but she still thinks they need to be able 
to show up on Zoom. 

Town Manager Ferguson said he understood what she was saying there, and he thinks 
we just need to be better prepared in order to get them set up properly. He said he did 
not even know if all of them would be prepared; we need to check with the equipment that 
they have and their ability to connect. He said you are right, that is an issue to know that 
they would potentially be able to connect in a Zoom meeting for the board that they are 
serving on. 

Council Member Schue said he would like to add that he did interview Flora with the 
Planning and Zoning Chair. He commented about the Planning and Zoning Commission's 
ability to have a quorum. 

Town Manager Ferguson commented on the Parks and Recreation Board's need for one 
more Member in order to have a quorum. 

Council Member Goldberg asked if we need a motion to table these items. 

Town Manager Ferguson responded, if that is what you choose to do, yes. 

Assistant Town Manager O'Neill announced that Rain is on and is available right now for 
the Zoom meeting, if the Council wanted to talk to her. 

Council Member Goldberg said, but we do not have the other people here. 

Assistant Town Manager O'Neill said he was just passing that on. 

Mayor Simpson said he thought we would like to be able to talk to all the applicants, not 
just the one. 

Council Member Goldberg moved to table Item 7 for the Planning and Zoning 
Commission appointment and Item 8, Quartzsite Special Projects, Inc. Board 
appointment. 

Council Member BearCat seconded the motion. 

Mayor Simpson noted that these items would be back when it is available for public 
interviews. 

Two Council Members said yes. 

Mayor Simpson asked if that was agreeable with the motion-maker and the second that 
we add that. 

Two Council Members said yes. 
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Council Member BearCat said the interviews could be done by Zoom or in-person. 

Vote: MOTION CARRIED unanimously (summary: Yes = 6, No= 1). 
Yes: Council Member Amon, Council Member BearCat, Council Member Cunningham, 
Council Member Goldberg, Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner. 
No:CouncilMemberSchue 

8. QUARTZSITE SPECIAL PROJECTS, INC. BOARD OF DIRECTORS PUBLIC
MEMBER APPOINTMENT - Consider the appointment of Shanana Rain Golden
Bear as a Director of the Board of Directors for the Quartzsite Special Projects,
Inc. to fill the vacancy for a member of the public with a term expiring June 23,
2022.

The Council voted to table this item in the motion for Agenda Item 7. 

9. QUARTZSITE MODEL CITY TAX CODE UPDATES - Consider adoption of an
ordinance adopting the 2012-2014 Amendments to the Model City Tax Code to
bring the Town's tax code current through those years with the changes made by
the Municipal Tax Code Commission.

Kiki Tunnell, Finance Manager, explained the requirements from the Municipal Tax Code 
Commission. She said she is asking for us to place a notice on the website indicating 
Council will consider changing the Tax Code. 

Council Member Schue asked what the primary reason for the change was. 

Finance Manager Tunnell replied we need to do it to bring the Town's Model City Tax 
Code up to date. 

Vice Mayor Warner noted that changing the Tax Code is primarily changing verbiage in 
the Tax Code; it is not changing any of the Tax Rates as they apply to Quartzsite. 

Town Manager Ferguson added that we have agreed to participate in the Model City Tax 
Code, and it is to our advantage. 

Vice Mayor Warner said she has gone through this and did not see anything in here that 
is going to affect the way that we, as Quartzsite, do any kind of taxation on anybody. 

Council Member Amon reiterated what the agenda item is for and noted that it has already 
been done. 

Town Attorney Goodwin said that for tonight, you are really not approving anything; they 
are looking for direction from the Council on placing an ad on the website in accordance 
with the particular statute. She explained that the ordinance itself adopts this long 
document which will come back to the Council after that posting. 
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Vice Mayor Warner moved to make a direction from Council to staff to place a notice on 
the Town's website to publish in the newspaper indicating the Model City Tax Code 
changes. 

Council Member Amon seconded the motion. 

Vote: MOTION CARRIED unanimously (summary: Yes = 7). 
Yes: Council Member Amon, Council Member BearCat, Council Member Cunningham, 
Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Schue, Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner. 

10. CHIEF FISCAL OFFICER DESIGNATION - Possible adoption of Resolution No.
20-02 designating the Town's Chief Fiscal Officer for officially submitting the Fiscal
Year 2021 Expenditure Limitation Report to the Arizona Auditor General.

Town Manager Ferguson explained that this is a process that we go through every year, 
the State does require our resolution with the Council naming who the Council has 
authorized to submit the report regarding the Expenditure Limitation. 

He noted that we are not even close to reaching our limitation. 

Council Member Cunningham moved to adopt Resolution No. 20-02 designating James 
E. Ferguson, Quartzsite Town Manager, as the Chief Fiscal Officer for the purpose of
submitting the AELR to the Arizona Auditor General for the Fiscal Year 2021.

Vice Mayor Warner seconded the motion. 

Vote: MOTION CARRIED unanimously (summary: Yes = 7). 
Yes: Council Member Amon, Council Member BearCat, Council Member Cunningham, 
Council Member Goldberg, Council Member Schue, Mayor Simpson, Vice Mayor Warner. 

COMMUNICATIONS: 

11. Reports from the MAYOR on current events.

Mayor Simpson commented that we are all aware of the main current event - the COVID 
virus. He said the Town has moved forward with the fireworks show, and the political 
campaigning has started. He announced that there will be a Voter Registration that will 
be happening on the Fourth of July at the Mountain Quail Cafe. He reminded everyone 
that we are all in this together; wear your masks when possible and keep the social 
distancing. 

12. Reports from the COUNCIL on current events.

Council Member Goldberg said the Town Manager has asked her to give this report as 
part of the team that is working on the Census counts for the Town of Quartzsite; 
highlights follow. 
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• We have developed this cool flyer; she reviewed what is listed on the flyer which
includes where the money is being spent in our community.

• We will have posters around Town.
• There are a number of different events where she will be with a laptop for people

to come in and fill out their Census form.
• Right now, they can come into the Library and get an early bird goodie bag; she

noted there is a limited number of them.
• She listed some of the upcoming events.

Town Manager Ferguson noted that Quartzsite is at a little more than 17% for Census 
response. 

Council Member Goldberg noted that the Food Bank, by noon today, had served about 
50 clients. She commented that she let the pharmacy and the stores know that if they 
need help, they can call upon us. 

Vice Mayor Warner asked the Town Manager if the 17% includes those who have 
registered online. 

Town Manager Ferguson responded yes. 

Council Member Goldberg thanked Jan Collier, Billie Fowler, Nicci Collier and Council 
Member Amon, everyone on the team for making sure we get this information out to the 
community. 

Council Member BearCat commented that there has been a question as to where the 
fireworks will be set off. She said the County has not made a decision on mandatory 
masks, they will still be discussing that; she announced that they are having an upcoming 
budget meeting and they will have a meeting specifically for the subject of masks. 

Council Member BearCat asked everyone to please do the responsible thing: social 
distance and wear masks in public. 

Council Member Cunningham commented that she just came from Phoenix today and in 
all of Maricopa County, it is mandatory to wear masks. 

Council Member Amon noted that 2020 is the year to be counted, and it is time to be 
heard. She asked that everyone please respond to the Census and register to vote 
because every individual is vitally important. 

13. Reports from the TOWN MANAGER to the Council.

Town Manager Ferguson noted that we are going to move the fireworks to the west end 
of Town. He asked that people view the fireworks from their cars or homes. He noted that 
to enhance the fireworks, Dennis Vosper will try to have patriotic music playing during the 
fireworks. 
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Town Manager Ferguson said we did have last week a Citizen Review Committee as 
required before the issues go to the Planning and Zoning Commission. He said there was 
a nice turn out at the Community Center and spoke of some of what was discussed at the 
Citizen Review Meeting. 

Assistant Town Manager O'Neill announced that there will be a Planning and Zoning 
Commission Meeting at 3:00 p.m. on July 21, 2020. 

Town Manager Ferguson noted that the fireworks typically start at 9:00 p.m. 

Town Manager Ferguson noted that we have been passing out bags to the youth with 
contests; we have businesses and residences that will be decorating and participating in 
contests; we are going to have free watermelon, if all goes well - it will be given out in a 
drive through out in front of Town Hall. 

14. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS - Direction to staff regarding future agenda items.

Town Manager Ferguson said hopefully in our next meeting, there will be a report from 
our Code Compliance Officer. 

Council Member BearCat asked that Items 7 and 8, the Planning & Zoning and Quartzsite 
Special Projects appointments be put on that meeting, which is July 14th

• She said she 
feels that gives adequate time to arrange for the candidates to show up wherever we 
happen to be doing our meeting. 

Council Member Cunningham concurred. 

Mayor Simpson adjourned the meeting at 8:25 p.m. 

ADJOURNMENT: 8:25 p.m. 

CERTIFICATION: 

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the 
minutes of the Regular Meeting of June 23, 2020 of the Town Council of Quartzsite, 
Arizona, held on June 23, 2020. 

I further certify that the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was 
.._ 

present. 
DATED this 14th day of July 2020. 

>-.b �!, � 
On behalf of the Common Council 

Approved: 

�� 
Norm Simpson, Mayor 

Tina M. Abriani, Town Clerk 
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